
Littleton Stormwater Bylaw Summaries 

Code of the Town of Littleton: Part II, General Legislation: Chapter 173, Zoning  

 The purpose of the Littleton Zoning Bylaw is to benefit Littleton while maintaining its 

rural and historic character. This bylaw helps regulate new and redevelopments which would add 

to or further impair stormwater. Article XIV of this bylaw refers to the Aquifer and Water 

Resource District. These areas have percent impervious coverage restrictions to help ensure 

recharge. In the Aquifer district, impervious cover greater than 15% but less than 30% of the 

total area requires a permit; and, in the Water Resource district, impervious cover greater than 

20% but less than 50% of the total area requires a permit. Under this same article, the bylaw 

asserts that stormwater runoff form impervious cover should be recharged on-site and that one 

should reference the Town of Littleton Low Impact Design/Best Management Practices Manual 

for methods of infiltration. The Zoning Bylaw also proclaims that design requirements for site 

plans must use the methods in this manual to “the greatest extent reasonable” to manage and treat 

stormwater. 

 

Code of the Town of Littleton, Massachusetts: Chapter 249: Subdivision of Land 

Regulations: 

 The sections most relevant to stormwater recharge in the Subdivision of Land 

Regulations are Easements (249-47), Stormwater Management (249-51), and Erosion and 

Sediment Control (249-52). The Easements section states that, “where a subdivision is traversed 

by a watercourse, drainageway, channel or stream, the Board [Planning Board] may require that 

there be provided a stormwater or drainage easement”. The purpose of the Stormwater 

Management section (249-51) of the Subdivision Land Regulations is to recharge stormwater 

when feasible and environmentally preferable. It references the Massachusetts Department of 

Environmental Protection Stormwater Management Handbook as the required guide for 

designing and implementing stormwater management. This section also declares that street 

drainage must be treated with at least one best management practice (BMP) before entering a 

wetland or water body. The Erosion and Sediment Control section of this bylaw asserts that 

runoff characteristics should be as close as possible to predevelopment conditions, that water 

resources should be protected, and that sediment basins should be installed to help remove 

particulates from runoff.  

 

Wetlands Protection: 

 The purpose of the Littleton Wetland Bylaw is the protection of water resources and 

wetlands in Littleton. It does this by regulating any activity that could affect the wetland resource 



areas. This bylaw is under the authority of the Conservation Commission and declares that no 

one may fill, alter, dredge, or remove any of the areas protected by this bylaw without their 

permission. This bylaw also lays out the criteria for applications, fees and charges, hearings and 

meetings, permits and conditions, exemptions, and enforcement.   

 

Town of Littleton Low Impact Design/Best Management Practices Manual  

 The Town of Littleton Low Impact Design/Best Management Practices Manual is meant 

to assist developers in learning about and using different stormwater management options. 

Numerous Littleton bylaws reference this manual, but it remains separate from these bylaws so 

that it can be updated easily. This helps it stay up to date on its description of Low Impact 

Development (LID) methods and Best Management Practices (BMPs) that are useful to the town 

of Littleton. This manual includes a matrix showing where different LID techniques are most 

effective in Littleton and a section, which includes relevant equations, on how to approach site 

design. It explains the goals for BMP use, a description of BMPs useful in Littleton, and criteria 

for evaluating BMPs. This manual also lays out background information about the hydrologic 

cycle and infiltration as well as the impact of development on hydrology.  

 


